
 

Weighing an  

Elephant 

 

A Tangram story 

 

The original story can be found 

at  

https://www.logicville.com/puzTS-D1.htm 

 

Long time ago in ancient China, during the period of the 

Three Kingdoms, China was divided into the Kingdoms of 

Wei, Shu and Wu. 

 

https://www.logicville.com/puzTS-D1.htm


 

The King of the Northern Kingdom of Wei is Tsao Tsao. 

 

 

One day a rich man came. 

 



 

And presented to the king a huge elephant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The king wanted to know the weight of the elephant. He 

consulted his ministers and advisers on how to weigh the 

elephant. But no one has a satisfying answer. 

 

The king had a son, Tsao Chung, who was very smart. The 

prince was just a six year old boy but he had a brilliant 

idea. 



 

He asked the servants to prepare a large boat by the river. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The elephant was led to the boat. The boat settled at a 

lower level upon the weight of the elephant. Then, the level 

of the water on the side of the boat was marked. 

 

The elephant was then led off the boat with the help of 

horses and carts. 



 

Stones of various sizes and shapes were loaded on the 

boat, until the boat settled at the level marked at the side 

of the boat. 

 

The prince instructed that the stones from the boat be 

weighed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The weight of the elephant would be determined by  

weighing the total weight of the stones. 



 

 

 

The End 

 


