
• There are over 1,200 known ant species in 
Australia, found in every environment. 

• Ants are social insects, living in colonies of 
anywhere between a few dozen to tens of 
thousands. 

• Inside an ant’s nest are female workers, male 
drones, larvae, pupae and a queen.  

• The black-headed sugar ant is a night forager. 
• Ants leave a chemical trail to lead others to a 

food source. 
• It has a black head with a black to brown 

thorax and abdomen. 
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Insect- Fact card 1 

Insect- Fact card 2 

Lady Beetle 
• Australia has about 500 different species of 

Lady Beetles. 
• Some are bight red and spotty but they can 

be other colours and patterns. 
• Lady Beetles are also called Ladybirds and 

Ladybugs. 
• They are great for our gardens. They will eat 

insect, aphids, mites, beetle larvae, pollen, 
sap and nectar. They need moisture and 
prefer well watered gardens. 

• As a Lady Beetle gets older it’s spots fade 
• Adult females can lay up to 2,000 eggs in its 

lifetime.
Classification 
Kingdom - Animalia

Phylum - Arthropoda

Order - Coleoptera

Family - Coccinellidae

Genus - Coccinella


Classification 
Kingdom - Animalia

Phylum - Arthropoda

Order - Hymenoptera

Family - Formicidae

Genus - Camponotus




Insect- Fact card 4 

Insect- Fact card 3 

Green Slant-faced 
Grasshopper  

Masked Bee 
• These native bees can be found all over 

Australia in forests, woodlands, heath and 
urban areas. 

• They are solitary insects. The female builds her 
own nest and raises her young. She may build 
her nest in twigs, branches or reeds. 

• They carry pollen by swallowing it and one 
species is known to chew unopened flower 
buds to get at pollen. 

• These bees have very little hair. Their distinct 
yellow markings are why they are called 
masked bees. 

Classification 
Kingdom - Animalia

Phylum - Arthropoda

Order - Hymenoptera

Family - Colecteidae

Genus - Hylaeus


Classification 
Kingdom - Animalia

Phylum - Euarthropoda

Order - Orthoptera

Family - Acrididae

Genus - Acrida


• Grasshoppers are herbivores. They eat plants, 
stems, leaves and buds. Most are considered 
pests to agricultural crops. 

• They lay eggs in soil which then lay dormant until 
it rains. 

• Most grasshoppers use their hind legs to make 
sound but the Slant-faced grasshopper cannot do 
this, so it is also sometimes known as the Silent 
Slant-face. 

• Its antennae is flattened and sword like. 
• It will spread its wings to make noise if disturbed.



Plant - Fact card 1 

Plant - Fact card 2 

Rose 

Eucalyptus Trees  
• Australia has about 700 species of eucalypts. 
• They can be found in three distinguishing 

habitats: 
A. In the forest, the crown is only a small portion of the 

tree and they are single stemmed. 
B. In the woodland, the crown branches out a short 

distance from the ground on a single stem.  
C. In the mallee, the crown sits upon multiple stems 

from ground level. They are usually less than 10m in 
height.  

• Nearly all are evergreen. 
• Leaves are covered in oil glands. 
• Eucalyptus regnan-  Australian Mountain Ash is 

the tallest flowering plant (Angiosperm).
Classification 
Kingdom - Plantae 

Phylum - Angiosperm

Order - Myrtales

Family - Myrtaceae

Genus - Eucalyptus 


Classification 
Kingdom - Plantae 

Phylum - Angiosperm

Order - Rosales

Family - Rosaceae

Genus - Rosa 


• There are about 100-150 species of roses. 
• Most are deciduous and are prickly. 
• While none are native to the Southern 

Hemisphere, they are widely grown in Australia 
and are a loved garden plant. 

• Most rose flowers are fragrant. 
• The Rose fruit known as ‘rose hip’ is rich in 

vitamin C. 
• The fruit range from a light orange-red to dark 

red in colour.



Plant - Fact card 3 

Bird - Fact card 1 

Quaking Grass 
• Also known as Blowfly grass, Shaking grass and 

Shell grass. 
• Grows in shady areas in low rainfall habitats and 

in full sun to shade in high rainfall areas. 
• It is common in both rural and urban habitats. 
• Grows to a height of 60cm. 
• Tolerates frost. 
• Seeds germinate in autumn following rain. 

Slowly grows over winter and then rapidly over 
spring.  

• Seeds and leaves are edible.

Classification 
Kingdom - Plantae

Clade  - Angiosperms

Phylum - Commelinids 

Order - Poales

Family - Poaceae

Genus - Briza


Willie Wagtail 
• Native to mainland Australia, New Guinea, 

Solomon Islands, Bismarck and Indonesia. 
• Largest and most well known of the 

faintails. 
• Insectivores. 
• Nests are cup shaped and made from 

woven grass covered with spider web. The 
inside is lined with soft grass, hair or fur. 

• The clutch size is usually 3. The eggs are 
cream coloured with grey and brown 
speckles.

Classification 
Kingdom - Animalia

Phylum - Chordata

Order - Aves

Family - Passeriformes

Genus - Rhipidura

Species - R. leucophrys




Reptile - Fact card 1 

Marbled Gecko 
• This group of Gekkonidae are found in southern 

Australia. 
• They are well adapted to various habitats including 

city dwellings. They like to hide in crevices, under 
rocks and under bark. 

• An Adults average length is 5cm and they weigh 
about 2.5g. 

• The tail has fat reserves and can be dropped from 
the body to aid the escape of the gecko if they 
feel threatened. 

• A tail will take about 8 months to regrow. 
• They are nocturnal insectivores. 

Classification 
Kingdom - Animalia

Phylum - Chordata

Order - Reptilian

Family - Gekkonidae

Genus - Christinus


Arachnid-Fact card 1 

Daddy Long-legs 
• They are found on every continent except 

Antarctica. 
• They will invade the web of other spiders and eat 

the host, eggs and prey. 
• Known to eat Red-back, Huntsman and House 

Spiders. 
• They have 2 groups of 3 closely clustered eyes 

and 2 small eyes. 
• They are thin and fragile looking. Their bodies are 

about 2-10mm with legs up to 50mm. 

Classification 
Kingdom - Animalia 

Phylum - Arthropoda

Order - Araneae

Family - Pholcidae

Genus - Phalangioidea 



